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Our newsletter will be published on a monthly basis from now on. Newsletter 
contributions are welcomed and need to be submitted by the 15th of the month 
before. They can be emailed, posted or dropped at our office. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: From now on we will be sending newsletters directly out to all members 

of NS who have emails. We kindly ask Street Coordinators to please print copies 

for those neighbours who do not have email, and drop them into their 

letterboxes. Please get in touch at admin@tsns.org.nz if this is a problem for you, a 

printable version will be attached to each newsletter. If you have already been in touch 

with us last month then you will receive copies automatically. Thank you heaps for your 

assistance. 

 

Top of the South Neighbourhood Support 
 
Please check out our new website www.tsns.org.nz 

Our new email addresses are: 

admin@tsns.org.nz for Sarah Baldwin 

manager@tsns.org.nz for Katy Steele  

aniquah@tsns.org.nz for Aniquah Stevenson the Waimea and Nelson Coordinator 

charlotte@tsns.org.nz for Charlotte Wood the Marlborough Coordinator  

Neighbourhood Support Nelson Tasman 

Neighbourhood Support Marlborough  

 

Launching Top of the South Neighbourhood Support (TSNS) 
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Summer Social Connections:  

Having all experienced Covid-19 Alert Level 4 lockdown, we all value the support that we 
received from our neighbours, whether this was a chat, doing shopping or organising a 
physically distanced gathering. We think that summertime is a great time to get together and 
say thank you to each other. We have secured some funding from the Support for 
Volunteering Fund to provide food vouchers to enable groups to have a get together. 
 
If you are a Street Coordinator who would like either a $40 meat or bakery voucher for a 
Group social get together prior to Xmas, please do get in touch with us. These vouchers will 
be available on a first-come-first served basis. 
 
Marlborough Members: –There will be 10 meat vouchers and 10 bakery vouchers  

available. Please fill in this form to secure a voucher for your Neighbourhood Support Group 

or email charlotte@tsns.org.nz.  

Waimea Members: –There will be 10 meat vouchers and 10 bakery vouchers from local 

outlets, either in Richmond or Stoke. Please fill in this form to secure a voucher for your 

Neighbourhood Support Group.  

 
Nelson Members:  As you’re aware, our Neighbours Day Aotearoa celebrations had to be 

cancelled in early April. If you had vouchers for this event, but you have not yet reorganised 

your event, then now that Spring is in the air, please do think about organising something 

prior to Xmas. We do also have some additional Stoke Bakery and Pestells meat vouchers 

available so if you haven’t already requested a voucher for your group, please fill in this form 

or email Aniquah@tsns.org.nz.  

Each year Neighbourhood Support celebrates Neighbours Day Aotearoa  in order to inspire 
neighbours of all backgrounds, ages and cultures to get together, connect and get to know 
each other a little better.  
  
Need some inspiration? Check out the Neighbours Day Aotearoa website for 

resources and ideas: https://www.neighboursday.org.nz/ 
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Neighbourhood Resilience Planning Workshops  

 

 

 

 

 

Saxton Oval, 23rd September.   

Wakefield School Hall, 20th October. 

Victory Community Hall, Victory Community Centre 18th November. 

These workshops will run during Covid-19 Levels 1 or 2. Because of this, places are limited so they 

will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. If you are interested please register with us, 

either by completing this form or emailing Vicki on vicki@tsns.org.nz. 
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Gets Ready Database: Free Workshops 
 
As you may already know, we are organising some free training sessions over the 
next few months to support Street Contacts to use the new Gets Ready database. 
This training will initially be available to Street Coordinators (formerly known 
as Group Contacts). 
 
The next training day will be from 10am - 12 noon 9th September at NMIT 
Richmond Computer labs.  
 
-You may want to click on the following links  FAQ and Privacy Policy for more info.  
 
Observations from Waimea 

 
So, we are back in Level 2 – at least as I write this contribution to the newsletter. Last week our 

region kicked off promoting the area with the “We’ve Got This” campaign, encouraging everyone to 

find out about all the assets of our home area – and we certainly do have plenty. My husband and I 

chose to live in Richmond nearly 40 years ago and have never regretted that decision. We have a 

vibrant friendly township where it is unusual to walk down the street without running into friends 

and acquaintances. The neighbouring villages and rural areas between are both attractive and 

welcoming. I enjoy hosting visitors because we do not need to travel far in any direction to find 

interesting and scenic places to explore, whatever their interests. Hopefully, Level 2 precautions will 

not progress to Levels 3 or 4. But whatever we are asked to do, I am confident that Waimea 

residents and business operators will reactivate their plans and practises to ensure the best possible 

result for everyone’s benefit. More businesses are displaying the Covid-19 QR code at their entrance 

for you to scan with your cell phone which makes contact tracing easier. 

At present, the one thing we could all do to make our neighbourhoods even safer, is to be vigilant 

about locking doors – in particular our car doors. If you have been reading the local crime reports 

when Aniquah circulates them, you will notice that the most common crime recently is theft from 

unlocked vehicles. Please don’t make it easy for thieves to spoil your day by leaving your car 

unlocked and items in full view. 

Keep safe everyone, 

Glenys Della Bosca  

 

https://topofthesouth.getsready.net/want-to-know-more/
https://topofthesouth.getsready.net/privacy-policy/


Innovating Streets for People — Croucher/D'Arcy Richmond Neighbourhood  
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/croucher-darcy-1 

For many of us, the way we used and thought about our streets changed 
during the COVID-19 lockdown. We enjoyed playing, cycling, and walking 
safely on our streets. We got to know our neighbours and made new 
friends. The streets became part of our community space, not just a way to 
get around. 
  
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency has set up a fund called Innovating 
Streets for People to be used for trial projects. The aim of the fund is to 
support communities to shape their towns and streets in ways that allow 
more people to move around safely and create interesting spaces for 
people to enjoy. 
  
Tasman District Council has received funding for your neighbourhood. We 
are going to work with the community to trial changes to the streets to see if 
they work for your community and achieve what they were designed to. If 
you like these changes, we will discuss implementation of permanent 
solutions. 
  

We would love to hear what you think about the Croucher/D'Arcy 
Neighbourhood area. 
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A message from Charlotte Wood, Marlborough Coordinator 

Thank you everyone for the very warm welcome I have received in my new job. I am settling in well, 

getting to grips with our new systems, like Gets Ready. I’m now in the fun part of my role… meeting 

people!  

I enjoy meeting Street Coordinators and hearing about their specific community’s needs. I have also 

set up a Marlborough Focus Group so that I can hear from representatives about the particular needs 

of people in Marlborough and how Neighbourhood Support may be able to support them. By listening, 

I am already identifying some common themes in Marlborough. Please contact me if you’d like to 

share your NS experiences with me. My number is 021 573 936 and I work on Monday and Tuesday 

each week. 

The key issue for many seems to be isolation. Whether it’s elderly residents, newcomers to 

Marlborough or stay-at-home parents, many people are reporting to me that they feel isolated and 

don’t know where to go to for support. This was of particular concern during the Covid lockdown. It is 

certainly appropriate that the aim of Neighbourhood Support is to create safe, resilient and connected 

communities.  I am beginning to connect with other local service agencies to see how NS can help 

connect people to the support they need. 

Marlborough has one of the highest rates of elderly population in New Zealand. Some of the 

challenges faced by elderly residents include health problems, such as the risk of a fall at home, as 

well as feeling isolated. Elderly tend to rely on landlines and don’t have access to the internet or forms 

of technology. Several residents reported to me that power cuts were a concern, especially for those 

who live alone.  

The positive message however, is that where a neighbourhood supports one another and residents 

know one another, these fears are reduced because they always have someone nearby they can call 

on for help when they need it. Yes, there is an important place in our modern world for technology, 

but nothing can replace the face to face, social contact and support people can offer one another. 

It is of note that NSNZ has mental health and wellbeing as its national campaign for September.  Let’s 

all think about how we can shine a light on our struggles, while providing useful information for finding 

help and offering support. 

 

Port Underwood Neighbourhood Support Group 

This rural NS group has been working on pest control. Their work includes trapping and baiting 
possums, rats and mice, and even wasps. Sara and Ken Roush, Street Coordinators, report already 
seeing increasing numbers of bellbirds at bird feeders and hearing their beautiful, distinctive bird 
song. How wonderful! 
Here’s some advice from the group about how to keep the rat population down. 
Reduce the rat attracting environment: 
Don’t leave anything around that a rodent would be attracted to as a food source. Use sealed 
containers for items such as pet food, grass seed, etc. They even like bags of blood &amp; bone. 
Clear away from your buildings those warm, dry little places that would make good nesting sites. 
Reduce the rodent access into your buildings 
Keep your doors closed. Trim back overhanging tree branches that could be used as access routes to 
your roof. 
Check your buildings for access points such as the holes where pipes and cables enter the building. If 



the hole is larger than the pipe fills in the excess space with course steel wool. The rodents do not 
liketo chew through that. 
 

 
 

 

Mental Health + Well-Being - September 1st to 30th 

1 in 4 New Zealand adults will suffer from a mental disorder or distress at some point 
in their lives. When they do, let’s make sure they don’t have to go it alone. To create 
safer, more caring communities we need to not only look after ourselves but those 
around us as well.  

For the month of September, we want to use our voice to raise awareness for mental 
health and well-being. Perhaps consider sharing a cuppa with someone you know 
who could use the support or challenge your family and friends to unplug from social 
media for the entire month to improve their well-being. If you or someone you know 
is going through a rough patch, don’t forget you can call or text 1737 anytime 
for FREE support from a trained counsellor. 

This month also coincides with World Suicide Prevention Day (September 10th) 
followed by Mental Health Awareness Week (21 - 27 September). 

However you choose to take part, make sure to tag us in your posts + use the 
following hashtag so we can see how you’re cultivating better mental health for 
yourself or in your community this month:  

#NSNZmentalhealth 

 
 
 
 
 



Connected - www.connected.govt.nz/ 

 

Connected is a service to help New Zealanders connect to the wide range of 
Employment, Education and Training supports and advice available through 
government agencies. 

Connected includes a website, phoneline and face-to-face service to help people 
access support and see the full range of assistance that’s available across 
government. 

The service will help a wide range of New Zealanders find the advice and support 
they need, including businesses, people looking for help to find a job or who are 
worried about keeping the one they have, and those looking for education and 
training advice and opportunities.  
 
 

Online Support for Emotional and Mental Wellbeing  

 

It is perfectly normal to feel a little out of sorts during these strange times.  

Yes, we are no longer in lock-down, however some of those close to you, and even 

your neighbours, may be feeling the financial stress of an economic downturn. It is 

important as neighbours to connect, be aware and support those who are vulnerable. 

If you notice a neighbour in need of support, we encourage the use of these online 

tools so that we can help each other through.  
 

              

 

                  

 

 
 

If you need to speak to someone over the phone, please call or text 1737 

 

Need to make a non-emergency crime report? 

http://www.connected.govt.nz/
https://1737.org.nz/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwzN71BRCOARIsAF8pjfhWSr_8pcu7IvLFgucQa_OvOyfzOizAArovfTctOBAFb4Z27s2ByzYaAgxAEALw_wcB
https://www.melonhealth.com/covid-19/
https://sparklers.org.nz/parenting/
https://www.allright.org.nz/free-resources
https://www.mentemia.com/
https://www.justathought.co.nz/covid19


Click on the link below to make a report or call 105 

 

 
 

In an emergency, always call 111. 

 

Scams 
 

Nelson Police recommend using Netsafe 

New Zealand for advice regarding online 

scams and how to avoid them.  

 

 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with projects and campaigns. 
 

Sponsors                                                                                                                           

     

                        

     

                 

Funders  
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Nelson 2040 
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